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ABSTRACT 

This  document  describes  a  grazing  management  program  to  administer 
the  public  rangeland  resources  within  the  East  Socorro  Environmental 
Statement  (ES)  Area.  It  summarizes  decisions  reached  to  manage  the 
natural  resources  of  the  ES  area  to  improve,  protect  and  maintain  their 
productive  capability  to  satisfy  a  full  range  of  natural,  social,  eco- 
nomic and  environmental  needs.   In  developing  the  program,  substantial 
supportive  data  was  drawn  from  the  East  Socorro  ES  and  can  readily  be 
identified  throughout  this  document. 

In  selecting  a  program,  major  consideration  was  given  to  develop- 
ing the  long-term,  natural  resource  capabilities  of  the  ES  Area,  while 
reducing  or  mitigating  any  adverse  environmental  impacts  and  minimizing 
possible  negative  socio-economic  impacts  on  the  local  community. 

The  proposed  action  was  closest  to  responding  to  these  factors 
since  no  single  alternative  or  combination  of  alternatives  considered 
provided  a  balance  to  achieve  the  above  goals.  The  range  management 
program  described  in  this  report  incorporated  major  elements  of  the 
proposed  action  to  provide  the  most  essential  components  to  help  restore 
and  enhance  the  quality  of  the  human  environment.   It  prescribes  a  plan 
of  intensive  management  through  the  development  of  allotment  management 
plans  (AMPs),  livestock  adjustments  and  range  improvements. 

The  major  decision  described  in  this  document  relates  to  the 
amount  of  grazing  use  that  will  be  authorized.  The  1975-77  range 
survey  identifies  76,786  AUMs  for  apportionment  on  public  lands 
(71,600  livestock  AUMs,  4,802  wildlife  AUMs,  and  384  wild  horse  AUMs). 
The  plan  proposes  to  use  this  survey  figure  as  a  starting  point  to 
work  out  initial  stocking  levels  with  individual  operators  on  those 
allotments  not  covered  by  AMPs,  and  studies  to  determine  initial 
stocking  levels  for  allotments  currently  under  intensive  management 
(AMPs).  Studies  conducted  over  a  5-year  period  will  be  used  to  make 
subsequent  adjustments.  The  proposed  schedule  of  adjustments  and 
extent  of  grazing  use  authorized  over  the  5-year  time  frame  is  subject 
to  approval  by  the  Director  of  the  BLM  and  Amendment  of  the  Regulations 
entitled  43  CFR  Part  4100.  In  addition,  allottees  with  small  tracts 
of  public  land  will  be  consulted  with  to  arrive  at  an  agreeable 
stocking  level  to  take  effect  in  the  1980  grazing  fee  year;  three 
allotments  will  have  their  forage  apportioned  to  wildlife;  and  two 
Others  will  be  phased  out. 

The  range  program  prescribes  that  those  allotments  scheduled 
for  intensive  management  will  have  decisions  issued  on  them  by 
September  30,  1980,  and  will  become  effective  March  1,  1981. 

The  implementation  of  range  improvements  including  land 
treatment  practices  will  be  part  of  this  program. 

Close  coordination,  consultation,  cooperation  and  on-site 
visits  with  a  target  group  made  up  of  permittees,  landowners,  the 


district  grazing  advisory  board  and  any  state  or  Federal  agency, 
will  play  an  important  part  in  implementing  the  program  and  decisions. 
In  addition,  the  plan  proposes  to  use  the  experimental  stewardship 
program  under  the  Rangelands  Improvement  Act  of  1978. 

To  insure  that  the  selected  management  objectives  will  be  attained, 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  will  conduct  utilization,  trend, 
condition,  actual  use  and  precipitation  studies  on  grazing  allotments 
scheduled  for  intensive  management.  Studies  on  small  tracts  of  public 
land  not  scheduled  for  intensive  management  will  also  be  included  in 
the  monitoring  process  but  on  an  as  needed  basis. 
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EAST  SOCORRO  RANGELAND  MANAGEMENT  PROGRAM 


I.  INTRODUCTION 

This  range  management  program  document  establishes  management 
guidelines  and  describes  livestock  grazing  decisions  reached  following 
the  completion  of  the  East  Socorro  Grazing  Environmental  Statement  (ES). 
It  summarizes  the  ES  Area's  grazing  history,  its  uses  and  current  con- 
dition livestock  adjustments,  how  the  adjustments  will  be  implemented, 
benefits  of  the  program,  and  a  method  of  controlling  the  program  through 
a  monitoring  process.  The  program  outlined  is  the  result  of  over  four 
years  of  work  beginning  in  1975,  with  initial  vegetative  inventory  of 
the  ES  Area,  to  the  final  publication  and  subsequent  filing  of  the  ES 
with  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)  on  September  7,  1979. 

The  Spanish  introduced  livestock  to  the  area  in  1598;  however,  it  was 
not  until  the  1880s  that  livestock  grazing  became  economically  important. 
During  the  late  1800s  and  up  until  1934,  when  the  Taylor  Grazing  Act  was 
passed,  uncontrolled  use  of  this  range  led  to  extensive  deterioration  in 
many  areas.  This  legislation  sought  to  halt  the  unrestricted  use  of  public 
rangelands  by  introducing  measures  for  its  control  and  administration.  This 
was  provided  for  through  the  creation  of  grazing  districts,  the  adjudication 
of  grazing  allotments  1/   and  the  establishment  of  grazing  use  based  on 
preference.  Today,  through  the  climate  created  by  the  Taylor  Grazing  Act, 
the  western  range  has  passed  from  a  stage  of  destructive  exploitation  to 
one  of  development  and  management.  Many  ranchers  express  a  common  belief 
that  conditions  are  much  better  today  than  in  "the  early  days"  preceeding 
1934.  In  the  ES  Area  range  livestock  production  is  one  of  the  area's  more 
stable  industries  and  its  importance  cannot  be  overemphasized. 

The  ES  Area  covers  a  large  sparsely  populated  rural  area  of  approxi- 
mately 1,650,214  acres  of  land  in  West  Central  New  Mexico.  Following  is 
a  breakdown  of  ownership  pattern  covering  the  area: 


Public  land  (51%) 
State  land  (18%) 
Private  land  (30%) 
Water  and  Power 
Resource  Service  (1%) 
TOTAL  (100%) 


838,808  acres 

293,158  acres 

495,196  acres 

23,052  acres 

1,650,214  acres 


During  the  range  and  soil  surveys  of  the  ES  Area,  the  overall 
range  condition  was  analyzed  and  it  indicated  that  approximately 
one  percent  (7,086  acres)  of  the  area  is  in  excellent  condition, 
24  percent  (319,807  acres)  is  in  good  condition,  58  percent 
(770,700  acres)  is  in  fair  condition  and  10  percent  (125,306  acres) 


1/  New  Mexico  with  few  exceptions,  is  a  water  base  state.  See  Glossary 
for  further  explanation. 


is  considered  to  be  in  poor  condition  (ES  Table  A-6).  Seven  percent 
of  the  area  (95,248  acres)  is  in  an  undetermined  status  because  range 
site  guides  have  not  been  developed.  Although  about  68  percent  of 
the  area  is  estimated  to  be  in  a  fair  to  poor  condition,  trend  over 
most  of  the  ES  Area  appears  stable  as  determined  from  studies  on 
23  allotments  and  20  additional  sites  throughout  the  ES  Area.  The 
sediment  yield,  as  an  index  of  erosion,  tl   is  estimated  to  range 
from  3.35  million  tons  to  3.69  million  tons  of  soil  each  year.  There 
are  no  figures  available  to  reflect  whether  this  represents  a  stable 
condition  or  decreased  erosion. 

In  the  ES  Area  there  are  102  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM) 
allottees  with  grazing  privileges  on  123  allotments  with  a  total 
authorized  use  (preference)  of  104,678  AUMs  on  public  lands.  One 
hundred  of  these  operators  have  cow-calf  operations  on  a  year-around 
basis  while  two  run  steers  seasonally.  For  the  1978-79  grazing  season, 
their  total  active  licensed  use  was  for  93,425  AUMs  or  89  percent  of 
the  grazing  preference. 

The  1975-77  range  survey  estimated  that  there  are  76,786  AUMs  on 
public  land  available  for  use  and  allocated  accordingly  to  livestock 
(71,600  AUMs),  wildlife  (4,802  AUMs)  and  wild  horses  (384  AUMs). 

Within  the  ES  Area,  75  percent  of  the  total  direct  income  generated 
by  operators  and  their  families  is  attributed  to  the  range  livestock  in- 
dustry. Forty-eight  percent  of  this  income  ($1.6  million)  3/  -js  derived 
from  public  lands.  Ranch  size  for  number  of  cattle  varies  from  6  to 
1,032  cattle. 


_ /  Includes  both  geologic  and  accelerated  erosion 
3/  Based  on  the  1976  dollar. 


II.  THE  PROGRAM 
A.   What  It  Is 

The  range  program  selected  establishes  a  method  for  intensive 
grazing  management  which  incorporates  the  objectives  of  the  proposed 
action  of  the  East  Socorro  Grazing  ES.  These  objectives  are  directed 
toward  restoring  the  quality  of  the  natural  environment  based  on  the 
growth  requirements  of  vegetation.  To  accomplish  this  goal,  this 
program  prescribes  implementation  of  grazing  systems,  construction  of 
range  improvements  and/or  land  treatments,  and  adjustment  of  livestock 
use  to  forage  produced.  This  course  of  action  is  considered  environ- 
mentally preferable  because  it  provides  a  better  system  of  management 
than  any  one/or  combination  of  five  alternatives  considered  to  restore 
the  natural  environment  yet  avoids  bringing  undue  social  and  economic 
hardships  to  the  affected  area. 

For  the  program  to  reach  its  overall  goal,  six  specific 
objectives  must  be  attained  in  the  next  20  years.  These  are: 

1.  Increase  vegetative  production  on  all  lands  by 
31  percent  from  a  1975-77  range  survey  figure 

of  -   119,465  AUMS  to  173,916  AUMs   (ES  Table  2-1). 

2.  Reduce  annual  sediment  yields  on  all  lands  by 

25  percent  -  3.69  million  tons  to  2.88  million  tons. 

3.  Decrease  annual  runoff  on  all  lands  by  3  percent 

on  selected  drainages  (See  ES  for  details;  Appendix  3, 
p.  A-75). 

4.  Increase  deer  and  antelope  forage  on  public  lands 
by  5  percent  -  4,802  AUMs  to  5,041  AUMs  (ES  Table 
2-1). 

5.  Increase  direct  income  by  2  percent  -  $2,500,000.00 
to  $2,550,000.00  annually.  ±/ 

6.  Provide  forage  for  an  existing  wild  horse  herd  on 
public  lands  -  1  AUM  to  384  AUMs. 

With  the  anticipated  improvement  in  vegetative  resources,  there 
will  also  be  a  corresponding  improvement  in  watershed  conditions,  wild- 
life habitat  and  scenic  resources.  The  old  homesteads,  corrals,  ranch 
houses  and  various  structures  will  be  enhanced  by  this  improvement  in 
vegetation.  The  historical  and  cultural  heritage  of  the  area  will  be 
strengthened  by  the  BLM's  proposed  action. 


-'  Figures  based  on  1976  statistics  taken  from  ES 


The  selected  management  program  will  begin  with  the  coordination 
and  consultation  process  with  individual  operators  and  affected  landowners, 
lessees,  permittees,  district  advisory  board  members,  etc.,  that  make  up 
a  designated  target  group  under  Section  8  of  the  Public  Rangelands  Improve- 
ment Act  (PRIA)  of  1978.  This  will  be  accomplished  through  written  corre- 
spondence, and  telephone  calls  to  set  up  specific  dates  to  meet  with  each 
operator,  target  group  members,  and  arrange  for  on-site  allotment  visits. 
As  a  starting  point,  26  allotments,  covering  46,142  acres  of  public  land, 
will  be  scheduled  for  adjustments  in  the  1980  billing  year.  These  allot- 
ments all  have  small  tracts  of  public  land  that  do  not  lend  themselves 
for  intensive  management.  Any  adjustments  on  these  allotments  will  be 
done  by  agreements  through  the  consultation  and  coordination  process. 
The  lead  on  range  improvements  and  management  decisions  will  be  taken 
by  the  private  landowner.  BLM  has  a  subsidiary  role  as  it  pertains 
to  these  allotments.  Allottee  proposed  and  implemented  improvements 
on  public  land  must  have  prior  concurrence  by  BLM. 

This  action  will  be  followed  by  addressing  54  allotments  not 
currently  covered  by  a  plan.  These  allotments  will  be  considered  for 
allotment  management  plan  (AMP)  development  or  stewardship  with  tailored 
grazing  systems,  range  improvements  or  other  related  projects.  Along 
with  the  development  of  these  plans,  grazing  adjustments  will  be  worked 
out  with  individual  livestock  operators  using  the  1975-77  range  survey 
as  a  starting  point.  These  will  be  implemented  in  the  1980  fiscal  year. 
For  the  25  allotments  with  AMPs,  past  and  current  studies  will  be  evaluated 
and  serve  as  a  basis  for  needed  adjustments. 

In  implementing  the  above  program  for  allotments  that  are  to 
be  considered  for  AMP  development,  the  following  key  actions  will  be 
considered: 

1.  Develop  interim  management  plans  until  all  range 
improvements  are  constructed.  This  will  be  accom- 
plished through  the  development  of  temporary  grazing 
systems  as  needed. 

2.  Construct  range  improvements  and/or  implement  land 
treatments  necessary  for  effective  management  of  the 
range  resource. 

3.  Adjust  total  livestock  AUMs  to  a  level  that  will 
extend  from  170,697  AUMs  to  about  119,465  AUMs  based 
on  the  1975-77  range  survey  on  all  lands. 

Range  improvements  proposed  for  construction  are  as  follows: 
14  wells  and  well  facilities,  41  storage  tanks,  79  drinking  troughs, 
22  cattleguards,  4  springs  to  be  developed,  1  reservoir,  89  miles  of 
pipeline,  and  approximately  214  miles  of  fence. 


Further,  there  are  14  allotments  that  need  separate  explanation 
These  are: 

1.  Six  allotments,  covering  68,235  acres  not  presently 
under  an  AMP,  are  scheduled  for  increases  in  authorized 
use  based  on  the  range  survey.  Any  adjustments  on 
these  allotments  will  be  worked  on  with  individual 
operators  through  the  consultation  and  coordination 
process.  Four  of  these  allotments  are  scheduled  for 
intensive  management.  The  two  remaining  are  proposed 
for  non-intensive  management. 

2.  Three  allotments,  covering  1,036  acres,  have  small 
tracts  of  public  land.  It  has  been  determined  that 
the  forage  on  these  lands  will  be  reserved  for  wildlife 
and  watershed  purposes.  Any  use  made  on  these  lands 

is  to  be  authorized  under  exchange-of-use  license. 

3.  Two  allotments  containing  485  acres,  will  be  phased 
out  of  livestock  use  according  to  regulations.  Use 
on  these  allotments  has  been  sporadic.  It  amounts 
to  less  than  two  animals  yearlong  in  all  cases. 

4.  Three  areas  (3,709  acres)  will  remain  unallotted  with 
all  AUMs  reserved  for  watershed  protection,  range 
studies  and  wildlife  use. 

Studies  will  be  conducted  on  all  allotments  scheduled  for 
intensive  management,  and  on  selected  allotments  with  small  tracts  of 
public  lands.  Adjustments  may  be  made  after  a  3-year  study  period  and 
again  after  an  additional  two  years.  Any  increase  agreed  upon  during 
the  5-year  interim  period  will  be  initially  authorized  as  non-renewable. 
After  the  initial  5-year  period,  studies  will  continue  as  part  of  the 
overall  program  to  monitor  the  condition  and  trend  of  the  range. 

Since  most  allotments  have  state  lands,  all  grazing  capacity 
adjustments  on  such  state  lands  will  be  incorporated  at  the  time  of 
the  renewal  of  the  state  grazing  lease.  Coordination  of  an  allotment 
that  has  a  state  lease  in  it  will  be  done  with  the  target  group  and 
conducted  prior  to  July  1  for  those  leases  up  for  renewal.  Lease 
adjustments,  where  warranted,  will  be  effective  October  1  of  each  year 
for  those  leases  scheduled  for  renewal.  Any  cooperatively  agreed  upon 
adjustment  on  a  lease  not  up  for  renewal  will  become  effective  upon 
their  individual  renewal  date. 

The  reason  that  the  program  will  use  the  above  approach  came 
about  due  to  the  following: 

1.   The  passage  of  PRIA  (Sec.  8)  which  mandates  close  coordi- 
nation, consultation  and  cooperation  with  affected  land- 
owners and  requires  monitoring  the  land  for  trend,  range 
condition,  utilization  and  other  studies. 


2.  The  need  to  mitigate  adverse  economic  impacts  which  may 
be  caused  by  the  proposed  action.  This  is  required  by 
the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  (NEPA)  Sec.  101 
(b)  (4)  (5)  and  is  supported  by  advice  received  from 
the  academic  community  and  ranchers. 

3.  The  need  to  insure  that  range  use  adjustments  are 
technically  sound  and  to  achieve  multiple-use  goals. 
The  resources  will  be  monitored  by  the  use  of  approved 
range  studies  to  see  if  they  are  responding  to  applied 
management.  Monitoring  of  the  resource  is  required  by 
the  Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  (FLPMA)  and 
PRIA. 

After  the  selected  program  is  implemented  and  before  improve- 
ments in  quality  and/or  quantity  of  natural  resources  are  fully  realized 
in  the  area,  some  initial  decreases  in  animal  numbers,  direct  income  and 
quality  of  lifestyle  can  be  expected  but  all  will  be  reversed  as  forage 
production  and  range  condition  improves. 

B.   What  It  Does 

The  selected  range  management  program  is  designed  to  meet  BLM's 
policy  to  improve,  protect  and  maintain  the  public  rangeland  resources  to 
satisfy  a  full  range  of  natural,  social,  economic  and  environmental  needs 
while  mitigating  adverse  impacts  to  the  natural  and  human  environment. 
This  proposed  action  is  in  full  consonance  with  NEPA  to  restore  and  enhance 
the  quality  of  the  human  environment  yet  avoid  or  minimize  any  possible 
adverse  effects  of  actions  upon  the  quality  of  the  human  environment. 

Immediate  benefits  will  result  from  construction  of  range  im- 
provements and  for  wages  paid  as  a  result  of  the  Range  Management  Program 
in  the  ES  Area,  i.e.  FY  80,  $437,000.00;  FY  81,  $574,000.00;  FY  82, 
$507,000.00  and  $308,000.00  for  FY  83.  The  projects  constructed  will  en- 
hance the  resource  values  of  allotments  and  make  it  easier  to  manage  the 
livestock  on  the  range. 

1.   Natural  Environment 

It  is  expected  that  over  a  20-year  period  there  will  be 
and  increase  in  the  quality  and  quantity  of  desirable  plants  species. 
This  upward  trend  will  result  in  an  improved  rangeland  condition.  It  is 
anticipated  that  average  cover  will  increase  from  37  to  40  percent  while 
total  vegetative  production  should  increase  27  percent  (134,942  AUMs  to 
184,488  AUMs,  ES  Table  A- 18). 

The  construction  of  48  water  developments,  in  areas  used 
by  deer  and  antelope,  will  begin  improving  livestock  distribution  and 
improve  wildlife  habitat.  In  addition,  critical  mini-riparian  zones  may 
be  fenced  to  protect  them  from  being  trampled  by  livestock.  Deer  popula- 
tions are  expected  to  stabilize  at  their  current  herd  size  of  1,333  head 


Further,  there  are  14  allotments  that  need  separate  explanation 
These  are: 

1.  Six  allotments,  covering  68,235  acres  not  presently 
under  an  AMP,  are  scheduled  for  increases  in  authorized 
use  based  on  the  range  survey.  Any  adjustments  on 
these  allotments  will  be  worked  on  with  individual 
operators  through  the  consultation  and  coordination 
process.  Four  of  these  allotments  are  scheduled  for 
intensive  management.  The  two  remaining  are  proposed 
for  non-intensive  management. 

2.  Three  allotments,  covering  1,036  acres,  have  small 
tracts  of  public  land.  It  has  been  determined  that 
the  forage  on  these  lands  will  be  reserved  for  wildlife 
and  watershed  purposes.  Any  use  made  on  these  lands 

is  to  be  authorized  under  exchange-of-use  license. 

3.  Two  allotments  containing  485  acres,  will  be  phased 
out  of  livestock  use  according  to  regulations.  Use 
on  these  allotments  has  been  sporadic.  It  amounts 
to  less  than  two  animals  yearlong  in  all  cases. 

4.  Three  areas  (3,709  acres)  will  remain  unallotted  with 
all  AUMs  reserved  for  watershed  protection,  range 
studies  and  wildlife  use. 

Studies  will  be  conducted  on  all  allotments  scheduled  for 
intensive  management,  and  on  selected  allotments  with  small  tracts  of 
public  lands.  Adjustments  may  be  made  after  a  3-year  study  period  and 
again  after  an  additional  two  years.  Any  increase  agreed  upon  during 
the  5-year  interim  period  will  be  initially  authorized  as  non-renewable. 
After  the  initial  5-year  period,  studies  will  continue  as  part  of  the 
overall  program  to  monitor  the  condition  and  trend  of  the  range. 

Since  most  allotments  have  state  lands,  all  grazing  capacity 
adjustments  on  such  state  lands  will  be  incorporated  at  the  time  of 
the  renewal  of  the  state  grazing  lease.  Coordination  of  an  allotment 
that  has  a  state  lease  in  it  will  be  done  with  the  target  group  and 
conducted  prior  to  July  1  for  those  leases  up  for  renewal.  Lease 
adjustments,  where  warranted,  will  be  effective  October  1  of  each  year 
for  those  leases  scheduled  for  renewal.  Any  cooperatively  agreed  upon 
adjustment  on  a  lease  not  up  for  renewal  will  become  effective  upon 
their  individual  renewal  date. 

The  reason  that  the  program  will  use  the  above  approach  came 
about  due  to  the  following: 

1.   The  passage  of  PRIA  (Sec.  8)  which  mandates  close  coordi- 
nation, consultation  and  cooperation  with  affected  land- 
owners and  requires  monitoring  the  land  for  trend,  range 
condition,  utilization  and  other  studies. 


2.  The  need  to  mitigate  adverse  economic  impacts  which  may 
be  caused  by  the  proposed  action.  This  is  required  by 
the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  (NEPA)  Sec.  101 
(b)  (4)  (5)  and  is  supported  by  advice  received  from 
the  academic  community  and  ranchers. 

3.  The  need  to  insure  that  range  use  adjustments  are 
technically  sound  and  to  achieve  multiple-use  goals. 
The  resources  will  be  monitored  by  the  use  of  approved 
range  studies  to  see  if  they  are  responding  to  applied 
management.  Monitoring  of  the  resource  is  required  by 
the  Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  (FLPMA)  and 
PRIA. 

After  the  selected  program  is  implemented  and  before  improve- 
ments in  quality  and/or  quantity  of  natural  resources  are  fully  realized 
in  the  area,  some  initial  decreases  in  animal  numbers,  direct  income  and 
quality  of  lifestyle  can  be  expected  but  all  will  be  reversed  as  forage 
production  and  range  condition  improves. 

B.   What  It  Does 

The  selected  range  management  program  is  designed  to  meet  BLM's 
policy  to  improve,  protect  and  maintain  the  public  rangeland  resources  to 
satisfy  a  full  range  of  natural,  social,  economic  and  environmental  needs 
while  mitigating  adverse  impacts  to  the  natural  and  human  environment. 
This  proposed  action  is  in  full  consonance  with  NEPA  to  restore  and  enhance 
the  quality  of  the  human  environment  yet  avoid  or  minimize  any  possible 
adverse  effects  of  actions  upon  the  quality  of  the  human  environment. 

Immediate  benefits  will  result  from  construction  of  range  im- 
provements and  for  wages  paid  as  a  result  of  the  Range  Management  Program 
in  the  ES  Area,  i.e.  FY  80,  $437,000.00;  FY  81,  $574,000.00;  FY  82, 
$507,000.00  and  $308,000.00  for  FY  83.  The  projects  constructed  will  en- 
hance the  resource  values  of  allotments  and  make  it  easier  to  manage  the 
livestock  on  the  range. 

1.   Natural  Environment 

It  is  expected  that  over  a  20-year  period  there  will  be 
and  increase  in  the  quality  and  quantity  of  desirable  plants  species. 
This  upward  trend  will  result  in  an  improved  rangeland  condition.  It  is 
anticipated  that  average  cover  will  increase  from  37  to  40  percent  while 
total  vegetative  production  should  increase  27  percent  (134,942  AUMs  to 
184,488  AUMs,  ES  Table  A- 18). 

The  construction  of  48  water  developments,  in  areas  used 
by  deer  and  antelope,  will  begin  improving  livestock  distribution  and 
improve  wildlife  habitat.  In  addition,  critical  mini-riparian  zones  may 
be  fenced  to  protect  them  from  being  trampled  by  livestock.  Deer  popula- 
tions are  expected  to  stabilize  at  their  current  herd  size  of  1,333  head 


while  antelope  numbers  are  expected  to  increase  from  648  to  763  within 
20  years.  The  wild  horse  herd  located  on  the  Bordo  Atravesado  Allotment 
has  been  allocated  384  AUMs  and  will  remain  stable. 

Soils  will  undergo  less  wind  and  water  erosion  as  vegetation 
slowly  recovers.  Sediment  yields  will  be  reduced  25  percent  -  from  3.69 
million  tons  to  2.88  million  tons.  Water  infiltration  would  increase  an 
average  of  53  percent  or  from  .64  to  .98  inches  per  hour. 

2.   Human  Environment 

The  affected  allottee,  his  family  and  the  people  of  the 
community  will  be  economically  impacted  in  some  degree  by  the  implemen- 
tation of  this  rangeland  program.  The  most  obvious  impact  will  come  in 
the  first  five  years  from  grazing  adjustments.  These  will  have  a 
direct  bearing  on  family  income,  permit  value  and,  ultimately,  life- 
style. Downward  grazing  adjustments  will  lead  to  strained  relations 
between  the  allottee  and  BLM.  However,  as  range  productivity,  income 
and  permit  values  increase  over  the  next  20  years,  there  will  be  a 
gradual  reversal  of  negative  attitudes. 

As  the  rangelands  improve  there  will  be  an  increase  in 
local  and  regional  income.  In  this  regard,  there  would  be  a  2-percent 
increase  in  the  long  term  in  direct  income  as  compared  to  the  existing 
situation.  Wildlife  numbers  will  increase;  hunter  opportunities  will 
improve;  and  there  will  be  an  enhancement  of  visual  resources.  Water- 
sheds which  endanger  homes,  fields,  ditches,  roads  and  ways  will  heal. 
There  will  then  be  an  increase  in  groundwater  storage  which  will  provide 
a  more  stable  water  supply  for  human  consumption. 

III.  THE  ALTERNATIVES 

In  addition  to  the  proposed  action,  five  alternatives  were  considered 
covering  all  lands  in  the  ES  Area. 

A.   NO  ACTION 

Under  this  alternative  the  grazing  use  would  be  set  at 
159,025  AUMs  out  of  170,697  AUMs  or  a  7-percent  reduction  from 
existing  grazing  use.  There  would  be  2,362  AUMs  apportioned  for 
wildlife  and  384  AUMs  for  wild  horses.  Adjustments  would  be  made  on 
19  of  the  existing  25  AMP  allotments.  Ninety-six  allotments  would 
not  be  adjusted.  The  25  existing  AMPs  would  be  managed  as  each  plan 
specifies.  This  would  result  in  these  allotments  being  handled  under 
intensive  management  while  the  other  allotments,  not  under  AMPs,  would 
be  maintained  in  status  quo. 

Heavy  forage  utilization  (60  to  80  percent)  will  continue  on 
many  of  the  96  allotments  not  receiving  reductions  and  intensive  manage- 
ment. For  this  reason,  this  alternative  was  not  selected  because  it 
failed  to  meet  the  primary  objective  of  improving  the  vegetative  resource. 


B.  LIVESTOCK  ADJUSTMENTS 

No  new  AMPs  would  be  implemented  under  this  alternative. 
Grazing  use  would  be  set  at  119,465  AUMs  based  on  the  1975-77  range 
survey.  This  represents  a  30-percent  reduction  from  existing  auth- 
orized use. 

This  alternative  was  not  chosen  because  it  failed  to  consider 
the  provisions  of  FLPMA  in  providing  for  the  type  of  intensive  management 
needed  to  meet  resource  objectives.  It  would  also  create  severe  economic 
hardships  on  some  permittees. 

C.  MANAGEMENT  AT  PASTURE  CAPACITY  LEVEL 

This  alternative  would  have  the  same  grazing  systems  and 
range  improvements  as  the  proposed  action.  The  proposed  grazing 
use  would  be  set  at  97,036  AUMs.  It  would  result  in  an  initial 
43-percent  reduction  in  stocking  rates.  This  low  level  would  be 
initiated  by  reducing  livestock  on  allotments  where  grazing  systems 
have  been  proposed  to  rest  at  least  one  pasture  each  year. 

This  alternative  was  not  selected  because  it  proposed  a 
13-percent  greater  reduction  at  the  outset  than  the  proposed  action 
and  would  result  in  initial,  greater  adverse  impacts  on  grazing  permit 
values  (-31  percent)  and  loss  of  jobs  (15)  than  the  proposed  action. 
In  the  long  term,  permit  values  would  increase  15  percent  over  the 
existing  situation  and  7  new  jobs  would  be  created. 

D.  ENHANCEMENT  OF  SENSITIVE  RESOURCE  VALUES 

Grazing  use  would  be  based  on  the  Pasture  Capacity  Level 
Alternative  with  additional  deductions  to  enhance  sensitive  resource 
values.  The  proposed  grazing  use  would  be  set  at  81,901  AUMs.  This 
results  in  a  52-percent  reduction  from  existing  use. 

Although  this  alternative  would  produce  the  greatest  vege- 
tative response  in  the  form  of  a  64-percent  increase  in  vegetative 
production  (from  134,942  to  221,920  AUMs),  it  was  not  selected  because 
of  the  possible  economic  hardships  it  would  create  for  the  local 
ranching  community. 

E.  NO  GRAZING 

Under  this  alternative  all  domestic  livestock  would  be 
removed  from  public  land.  There  would  be  79,255  AUMs  apportioned 
for  wildlife  and  1,695  AUMs  for  wild  horses.  Ranchers  would  have  to 
use  intermingled  state,  and  private  lands  without  trespassing  on 
public  land.  To  accomplish  this,  ranchers  would  have  to  build  ap- 
proximately 1,475  miles  of  new  fence. 


This  alternative  was  eliminated  because  it  conflicts  with 
the  BLM's  policy  to  manage  public  lands  for  multiple  use.   It  has 
also  been  shown  that  controlled  grazing  can  benefit  the  range  by 
reducing  old  coarse  vegetative  growth  and  stimulating  new  growth. 

IV.  PUBLIC  INVOLVEMENT 

With  the  implementation  of  this  program,  BLM  will  follow  the 
New  Mexico  Policy  and  Procedures  for  compliance  with  Section  8  of 
PRIA.  Consultation,  cooperation  and  coordination  will  be  made  with 
permittees,  lessees,  and  landowners,  the  district  grazing  advisory 
board,  and  any  state  or  Federal  agencies  involved  in  the  development, 
revision  or  evaluation  of  all  phases  of  the  grazing  program. 

This  will  be  accomplished  by  day-to-day  contacts,  public  meetings 
use  of  the  news  media,  public  hearings,  meeting  with  advisory  boards, 
interagency  meetings  and  any  other  method  which  will  assure  that  the 
public  and  land  users  are  informed  of  the  Rangeland  Management  Program. 

A.  PLANNING 

From  February  1975  through  January  1977,  five  public  meetings 

were  held  to  develop  the  Stallion  and  Ladron  Management  Framework  Plans. 

These  land  use  plans  provided  the  basis  of  the  proposed  action  as  analyzed 
in  the  ES. 

B.  DRAFT  ES  THROUGH  FINAL 

Public  involvement  began  shortly  after  the  Socorro  District 
was  notified  to  prepare  an  ES.  In  July  1975,  a  notice  explaining  the 
NRDC  vs  Morton  lawsuit  and  court  order  that  directed  BLM  to  prepare 
ESs  was  mailed  to  the  public.  On  September  10  and  October  23,  1975 
BLM  held  meetings  in  Socorro  and  Quemado,  New  Mexico  to  explain  the 
lawsuit  and  how  the  court  order  would  affect  BLM  and  the  allottees. 
The  Socorro  District  Multiple-Use  Advisory  Board  toured  the  ES  area 
in  November  1976  to  get  a  firsthand  understanding  of  range  survey  and 
AMP  development  procedures. 

Letters  were  sent  to  over  200  organizations  and  individuals 
on  June  27,  1977  describing  the  ES  preparation  process  and  requesting 
input.  A  news  release  with  a  similar  message  was  sent  to  41  news  or- 
ganizations. Allottees  and  interest  groups  received  a  fact  sheet  in 
August  1977  describing  progress.  The  BLM  New  Mexico  State  Office  pub- 
lication, The  Advisor,  featured  an  article  about  the  East  Socorro  ES 
in  August  1977.  The  Socorro  District  made  an  effort  to  inform  the 
local  public  about  the  ES  and  other  programs  through  a  booth  at  the 
Socorro  County  Fair  held  from  September  2-4,  1977. 


During  the  range  and  soil  surveys  and  AMP  preparation, 
numerous  contacts  were  made  with  the  livestock  allottees.  Federal 
and  state  agencies,  universities  and  individuals  with  expertise  re- 
lating to  the  proposed  action  were  contacted  for  information. 

The  draft  ES  was  published  on  March  16,  1979.  The  notice 
appearing  in  the  Federal  Register  summarized  the  purpose  of  the 
statement,  told  where  to  obtain  copies,  and  gave  information  re- 
garding public  hearings.  A  45-day  public  comment  period  was  held 
from  March  23  to  May  7,  1979.  During  this  time  District  personnel 
attended  a  meeting  of  the  West  Central  Grazing  Permittees  Association 
on  April  17  to  summarize  information  contained  in  the  document  and 
answer  questions.  Formal  testimony  was  heard  on  April  24  and  25  at 
public  hearings  in  Socorro  and  Albuquerque. 

C.  FINAL  ENVIRONMENTAL  STATEMENT 

Comments  received  on  the  draft  were  reviewed  and  considered 
in  the  development  of  the  final  ES.  The  final  document  was  filed  with 
EPA  on  September  7,  1979. 

D.  RANGELAND  MANAGEMENT  PROGRAM  DOCUMENT 

This  document  was  written  with  input  from  the  Socorro  District 
Grazing  Advisory  Board,  the  Range  Improvement  Task  Force,  New  Mexico 
State  Land  Office,  New  Mexico  Department  of  Game  and  Fish  and  other 
individuals. 

V.  ACTION  PLAN 

A.   IMPLEMENTATION 

The  action  plan  calls  for  the  program  to  be  divided  into  two 
levels  of  management.  One  level  specifies  the  application  of  intensive 
management  which  addresses  the  development  of  AMPs  or  grazing  systems, 
while  the  other  level  specifies  non- intensive  management,  because  small 
tracts  of  public  land  are  involved  that  don't  lend  themselves  to  intensi- 
fied management.  These  levels  are  as  follows: 

1.   Intensive  Management 

The  purpose  of  intensive  management  is  to  achieve  resource 
improvement.  This  will  be  done  following  the  consultation  and  coordina- 
tion process  on  79  allotments  through  the  development  or  revision  of  AMPs, 
generation  of  appropriate  grazing  systems  and  selection  of  a  small  number 
of  allotments  for  experimental  stewardship  (Table  1).  Livestock  AUM  ad- 
justments will  also  be  an  integral  part  of  this  process  and  will  be  worked 
out  with  the  development  of  each  plan.  Existing  studies  will  form  the 
basis  for  determining  necessary  adjustments  on  25  implemented  AMPs.  If 
sufficient  study  data  is  not  available  to  evaluate  the  need  for  adjust- 
ments, then  any  adjustments  will  be  worked  out  with  the  individual  opera- 
tor using  the  1975-77  range  survey  and  available  study  data  as  a  starting 
point. 
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The  AMPs  and  grazing  systems  to  be  developed  will  be  tailored 
to  respond  to  the  growth  requirements  of  forage.  This  will  be  accomplished 
with  periodic  rest  from  grazing  through  pasture  rotation  to  permit  plants 
to  regain  vigor,  produce  seed,  and  allow  litter  to  accumulate  to  protect 
the  soil  surface.  Various  systems  to  accomplish  this  rest  will  include 
rest-rotation,  scheduled  rest-best,  deferred  rotation  and  rotational 
seasonal  grazing  systems.  Each  allotment  selected  for  intensive  manage- 
ment will  have  such  a  system  tailored  specifically  to  its  needs.  All  of 
these  allotments  except  two  are  yearlong  cow-calf  operations.  The  re- 
maining operations  run  steers  on  a  seasonal  basis. 

All  of  the  54  allotments  not  currently  under  an  AMP  and  sched- 
uled for  intensive  management  have  draft  AMPs  written  on  them.  Some  of  these 
plans  will  need  revisions  while  others  may  address  themselves  to  grazing 
system  implementation  only.  A  few  of  these  allotments  may  be  selected  for 
stewardship. 

Interim  grazing  systems  will  be  devised  on  AMPs  that  cannot 
be  fully  implemented  until  necessary  range  projects  are  constructed.  These 
systems  could  range  from  simple  rotation  on  livestock  waters  to  selected 
pasture  rest  during  prescribed  periods. 

Consultation  and  coordination  with  landowners  and  allottees 
is  necessary  before  range  improvements,  as  proposed  in  the  ES,  can  be  con- 
structed. BLM  may  construct  range  improvements  on  public  lands  and  obtain 
easements  to  cross  or  place  improvements  on  patented  lands. 

Rangeland  users  may  also  build  range  improvements  on  public 
lands  under  the  appropriate  authorizations  after  consultation  and  approval 
by  BLM.  Maintenance  on  range  improvements  in  most  cases  will  be  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  allottee. 

2.   Non-Intensive  Management 

The  purpose  of  non- intensive  management  is  to  preserve  and 
maintain  the  vegetative  resource  in  its  current  satisfactory  condition. 
This  will  be  done  by  allowing  allottees,  on  26  allotments  which  have  a  low 
percentage  of  public  land,  to  manage  these  allotments  at  their  own  discretion 
(Table  1).  None  of  these  allotments  appear  to  be  conducive  for  intensive 
management  and  they  do  not  have  apparent  sensitive  resource  values. 

Range  studies  will  be  established  and  monitored  to  evaluate 
their  management  and  adjustments  will  be  made  when  necessary  to  protect  the 
range  resource. 

B.   ADMINISTRATIVE  ACTIONS 

The  initial  coordination  process  began  in  December  1979  by  sending 
letters  to  livestock  operators  who  control  26  allotments  with  small  tracts 
of  public  land.  This  was  followed  in  January  and  February  by  the  consul- 
tation process  through  telephone  contacts,  meetings  and  the  signing  of 
mutual  agreements.  Following  these  meetings,  proposed  decisions  will  be 
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issued  by  the  Socorro  District  Manager  to  take  effect  on  April  15,  1980. 
Ten-year  leases  will  continue  to  be  issued. 

For  these  allotments  scheduled  for  intensive  management, 
initial  contact  with  the  allottee  and  target  group  started  in 
February  1980  when  they  began  to  be  notified  by  mail  of  the  allotment 
coordination  and  consultation  schedule  and  the  name  of  the  primary 
contact.  Consultation  meetings,  followed  by  a  group  tour,  will  follow 
in  March.  These  meetings,  including  on-site  visits,  will  continue  to 
August  1,  1980.  These  allotments  will  have  decisions  issued  on  them 
by  September  30,  1980  and  will  become  effective  March  1,  1981.  Such 
decisions  will  take  into  account  agreements  reached  between  the  operator 
and  BLM.  These  agreements  will  include:   (1)  the  amount,  timing  and 
duration  of  nonuse;  (2)  monitoring  sutdies  to  be  initiated  including 
actual  use,  utilization,  trend  in  range  condition  and  climate;  and 
(3)  a  commitment  by  the  operator  and  BLM  to  make  further  adjustments 
(increases  or  reductions)  that  are  consistent  with  results  of  the 
monitoring  studies  and  land  use  plans.  Each  decision  issued  will 
establish  for  each  operator  one  or  more  of  the  following:  the  ini- 
tial livestock  numbers  permitted  on  public  lands,  season  of  use,  type 
of  grazing  system,  identification  of  any  nonrenewable  forage  allocation, 
schedule  for  conversion  and  an  outline  of  monitoring  to  be  conducted  on 
each  allotment. 

Term  permits  will  be  issued  at  the  time  of  initial  adjustment 
and  will  identify  the  grazing  preference.  These  permits  will  be  offered 
for  a  maximum  of  10  years  and  shall  contain  terms  and  conditions  necessary 
to  achieve  the  management  and  resource  objectives  for  the  public  lands. 

If  at  the  end  of  5  years,  the  trend  for  an  allotment  is  not 
stabilized  or  upward,  adjustments  as  described  in  the  range  survey  will 
be  enforced. 

C.  RANGE  IMPROVEMENTS 

The  selected  management  program  will  require  the  implementation 
of  a  number  of  projects  in  order  to  achieve  intensive  management  on  allot- 
ments and  meet  the  objectives  of  the  program.  The  program  calls  for  pro- 
jects to  be  implemented  on  a  priority  basis  starting  with  those  allotments 
that  demonstrate  the  greatest  need  for  improvement  and  exhibit  the  most 
potential  benefit  per  dollar  spent.  A  number  of  these  projects  proposed 
include  the  following:  14  wells  and  well  facilities;  41  storage  tanks; 
79  troughs;  22  cattleguards;  4  spring  developments;  1  reservoir;  89  miles 
of  pipeline;  and  214  miles  of  fence  ($1,462,357). 

D.  RELATED  ACTIONS 

Forty-eight  wildlife  waters  on  22  allotments  costing  $32,625 
will  be  implemented  over  the  short  term.  This  will  help  deer  numbers 
stabilize  and  help  increase  the  number  of  antelope  to  763  head.  Further, 
as  part  of  the  overall  program,  a  wild  horse  management  plan  will  be  devel- 
oped during  the  1980  grazing  season. 
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E.   GRAZING  USE  ADJUSTMENTS 


As  the  selected  management  program  is  implemented,  the  extent 
of  grazing  use  adjustments  will  be  between  the  present  authorized  grazing 
use  and  those  levels  proposed  as  a  result  of  the  1975-77  range  survey 
(see  page  4).  The  three  steps  that  will  be  taken  prior  to  initial  adjust- 


ments are 

1. 


Exploring  with  the  allottee  and  interested  target 
group  members  if  range  conditions  could  be  improvi 
by  distribution  of  improvements,  grazing  systems, 


roved 
systems,  etc. 


2.  Conduct  an  onsite  inspection  with  the  allottee  and 
interested  target  group  members  to  determine  whether 
the  survey  results  appear  reasonable  and  whether 

some  initial  adjustments  are  warranted.  These  actions 
will  result  in  a  plan  to  start  range  condition  in  an 
upward  trend. 

3.  Before  total  adjustments  are  made  to  a  degree  that  the 
survey  would  indicate  or  that  might  cause  serious  eco- 
nomic impacts  on  the  allottee,  studies  over  a  5-year 
period  will  be  monitored.  This  will  be  done  to  verify 
the  survey  concurrently  with  the  initial  adjustments. 

Adjustments  for  all  allotments  in  this  program  document  will 
affect  grazing  capacity  but  not  preference,  and  will  be  determined  after 
consultation  and  coordination  with  the  allottee  and  target  group  affected, 

If  adjustments  cannot  be  worked  out  to  the  mutual  satisfaction 
of  BLM  and  the  allottee,  then  the  following  will  prevail: 

1.  No  more  than  one-third  of  the  total  proposed  adjust- 
ment, as  indicated  by  the  1975-77  range  survey,  will 
be  implemented  by  decision  the  first  year. 

2.  If  range  studies  warrant  further  livestock  adjustments 
to  insure  an  upward  trend,  such  adjustments  will  be  made 
the  third  and  fifth  years  during  a  5-year  period. 

F.   MONITORING 

For  the  management  program  to  succeed,  BLM  will  conduct  range 
studies  on  the  79  allotments  scheduled  for  intensive  management.  Monitor- 
ing stations  on  existing  AMPs  may  be  adjusted  after  each  plan  is  reviewed 
for  attainment  of  resource  objectives.  Selected  studies  may  be  placed  on 
allotments  with  small  tracts  of  public  land. 
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The  monitoring  process  will  consist  of  utilization,  trend, 
condition,  actual  use  and  precipitation  studies.  Studies  on  small 
tracts  of  public  land  will  be  installed  during  the  early  spring  of 
1980,  while  studies  on  those  allotments  scheduled  for  intensive  manage- 
ment will  begin  later  in  the  spring  of  1980  and  continue  through  the 
summer. 

The  placement  and  monitoring  of  studies  on  each  allotment 
will  be  done  in  consultation  and  coordination  with  each  allottee. 

G.   ACCOUNTABILITY 

As  the  program  progresses,  a  record  of  progress  will  be 
maintained  and  the  specific  program  details  will  be  contained  in  an 
annual  publication.  The  publication  will  contain  a  resume  of  livestock 
grazing  decisions,  monitoring  results,  range  improvement  progress  and 
management  system  information.  Wildlife  habitat  and  watershed  program 
records,  with  respect  to  vegetative  monitoring,  implemented  projects 
and  general  programs  progress,  will  likewise  be  recorded  and  the  infor- 
mation published  for  the  benefits  of  all  interested  parties. 

H.   APPROPRIATIONS 

Development  of  grazing  management  systems  and  range  improve- 
ments will  be  dependent  on  funding  availability  and  the  rate  of  devel- 
opment will  be  subject  to  change  in  future  appropriations. 

Successful  monitoring  will  be  directly  dependent  upon  securing 
satisfactory  funding  and  staffing  to  accomplish  the  program  outlined. 
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TABLE  I 

EAST  SOCORRO  RANGELAND  MANAGEMENT  PROGRAM 

ALLOTMENT  LISTING 


I.  ALLOTMENTS  SCHEDULED  FOR  INTENSIVE  MANAGEMENT 
A.   PROPOSED  AMPs 


Number 


Name 


Preference 


002 

Mesa  Carrizo 

1,776 

006 

Ojo  Saladito 

1,441 

012 

Riley  Community 

252 

016 

Puertecito  &  Barranco 

1,260 

037 

Chavez  Community 

1,464 

052 

Cerro  Colorado 

156 

083 

Big  Sandy  Wash 

72 

086 

W.  Ladron 

2,400 

089 

Tsidu-Weza 

48 

090 

Petoch  Hash 

1,428 

114 

Cerro  del  Oro 

5,297 

131 

Los  Valles 

480 

152 

Cerro  Verde 

1.121 

250 

Milligan  Gulch 

192 

251 

Harless 

1,428 

252 

Fernandez-Maestas 

1,956 

258 

Ojo  de  Amado 

368 

260 

Sierra  Larga 

2,112 

262 

Las  Canas 

1,138 

263 

Black  Mesa 

1,446 

264 

Armijo  Community 

975 

266 

Coyote  Spring 

1.512 

268 

Torreon 

3,068 

271 

Mesa  Redonda 

1,704 

272 

San  Pasqual  River 

1,836 

275 

Adobe,  Hansenburg,  Padilla 

5,160 

276 

C.  A.  Bar 

528 

277 

San  Jose  Canyon 

2,161 

280 

Tecolote  Draw 

2,388 

284 

Mesa  Canyon  Well 

1,440 

285 

Sand  Mountain 

1.884 

290 

Rock  Springs  Canyon 

1.344 

291 

Prairie  Spring 

1,536 

293 

Ma  1  pa  1 s 

5,427 

294 

Nogal  Canyon 

575 

295 

Antelope  Well 

1,020 

298 

Belcher  Corn 

636 

299 

Pequeno 

422 

301 

Bennett-Wilson 

3,120 

303 

Carthage 

228 

306 

Veranito 

445 

308 

Padilla  Community 

290 

315 

Polvadera  Community 

108 

321 

Puertecito  Gap 

659 

322 

Pari  da 

1,248 

323 

Water  Canyon 

1,008 

325 

W.  Williams 

1,610 

327 

Cedar  Pass 

1,035 

328 

Canon  Quemado 

912 

330 

East  Will iams 

468 

347 

Blue  Springs 

88 

348 

Cerro  Montoso 

407 

349 

Indian  Peak 

234 

360 

Chupadera 

y 

TOTAL  -  54 


71,311 


Survey 

2,632 

1,478 

65 

2,254 

1,352 

78 

64 

2,832 

43 

959 
4,640 

814 
2,856 

515 
2,295 
1,684 

965 
1,678 
2,105 
1,893 
1,146 
1,282 
2,529 
2,816 
4,206 
7,649 

310 
1,691 
1,518 
1.050 
2,226 
2,287 
1,199 
6,106 
1,332 
1,230 

801 

413 

3,559 

78 

244 

161 
68 

843 
1,900 
1,912 
1,485 

971 
1.013 

940 
17 

146 
81 

628 

85,039 


Initial 
Adjustment 


3-Year 
Adjustment 


5-Year 
Adjustment 
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TABLE  I  (Continued) 


B.   EXISTING  AMPs 


Number 

Name 

Preference 

036 

R1o  Puerco 

1.164 

058 

Canon  Alamito 

624 

059 

La  Jencia 

1,992 

065 

Arroyo  Lucero 

1,380 

077 

Ladron  Peak 

444 

081 

Lopez  Community 

900 

091 

Canada  Colorado 

720 

121 

Rio  Salado  West 

756 

122 

Abeytas 

348 

129 

Arroyo  Colorado 

4,056 

253 

Vigil  Ind. 

240 

254 

Bordo  Atravesado 

2,714 

255 

Bosqueclto 

312 

256 

Llano 

434 

261 

Sheep  Canyon 

2.186 

279 

Silver  Canyon 

1.337 

283 

Blackington  Mtn. 

2.176 

287 

Gabaldon  Ind. 

264 

288 

Rio  Grande 

312 

289 

Jornada  Community 

1,307 

297 

Puertecito  del  Lemltar 

1,233 

300 

Lucero  Ind. 

240 

312 

La  Arenosa 

852 

317 

San  Pedro 

285 

318 

Pueblito  Community 

372 

TOTAL  -  25 


26,648 


II.  ALLOTMENTS  SCHEDULED  FOR  NON-INTENSIVE  MANAGEMENT 


TOTAL  -  26  5.901 

III.  ALLOTMENTS  SCHEDULED  FOR  GRAZING  ELIMINATION 


TOTAL  -  4 
IV.  ALLOTMENTS  WHICH  ARE  NOT  ALLOTTED 


164 
363 

TOTAL 


Rio  Puerco 
San  Antonio 


29,065 


017 

Canon  Bonito 

408 

171 

113 

Hidden  Mountain 

36 

19 

134 

Mesa  Aparejo 

108 

77 

143 

Commanche  Arroyo 

36 

13 

145 

D-Cross  Mountain 

636 

342 

165 

R.  Lucero  Ind. 

348 

8 

267 

Ball  Ind. 

420 

318 

281 

Culbreath  Ind. 

660 

903 

282 

Dean  Ind. 

60 

39 

296 

Hudglns  Ind. 

21 

836 

310 

Orndorff  Ind. 

525 

146 

340 

Bishop  Ind. 

220 

252 

341 

Brazil  Ind. 

23 

11 

342 

Bryan  Ind. 

300 

224 

343 

Chilton  Ind. 

267 

144 

345 

Hatley  Ind. 

132 

138 

350 

S.  Rainwater 

237 

218 

351 

Rienhardt  Ind. 

228 

148 

352 

Sais  Ind. 

624 

433 

353 

Sanchez  Ind. 

276 

133 

354 

Spears  Shipping  Pasture 

24 

0 

355 

Strozzi  Ind. 

240 

432 

356 

Wallace  Ind. 

72 

0 

358 

Creel  Ind. 

2/ 

315 

361 

C.  A.  Bar  Ind. 

il 

33 

362 

N.  Rainwater  Ind. 

4/ 

8 

5.361 


286 

Full ingim  Ind. 

16 

0 

302 

Marshall  Ind. 

48 

0 

311 

Owen  Ind. 

24 

0 

357 

San  Lorenzo 

0 

0 

Initial 

Adjustment 


3-Year 
Adjustment 


5-Year 

Adjustment 


PREFERENCE  GRAND  TOTAL  ALL  ALLOTMENTS  -  103,948  AUMs 
SURVEY  GRAND  TOTAL  ALL  ALLOTMENTS     -   71,600  AUMs 


y   Preference  combined  with  Allotment  310 

V  Preference  combined  with  Allotment  280 

■J.   Preference  combined  with  Allotment  276 

-l   Preference  combined  with  Allotment  349 
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GLOSSARY 

Allotment  -  an  area  of  land  where  one  or  more  individuals  graze 
their  livestock.  It  includes  public  lands  and  may  include  parcels 
of  private,  state  or  other  lands.  The  number  of  livestock  and 
season  of  use  are  stipulated  for  each  allotment.  An  allotment  may 
consist  of  several  pastures  or  may  be  only  one  pasture. 

Allotment  Management  Plan  (AMP)  -  a  documented  program  which  applies 
to  livestock  operations  on  the  public  lands,  and  which  is  prepared 
in  consultation  with  the  permittee(s)  or  lessee(s)  involved... 

Animal  Unit  Month  (AUM)  -  the  amount  of  forage  necessary  for  the 
subsistance  of  one  cow  or  its  equivalent  for  a  period  of  one  month. 

Grazing  fee  year  -  the  year  March  1  to  the  last  day  of  February, 
which  is  used  for  billing  purposes. 

Grazing  preference  -  the  total  number  of  animal  unit  months  (AUMs) 
of  livestock  grazing  on  public  lands  apportioned  and  attached  to 
base  property  owned  or  controlled  by  a  permittee  or  lessee. 

Intensive  Management  -  working  with  clearly  delineated  objectives 
on  an  allotment  and  may  be  arrived  at  by  allotment  management  plans, 
experimental  stewardship,  or  grazing  systems. 

Range  Improvement  -  a  structure  development  or  treatment  used  to 
rehabilitate,  protect  or  improve  the  public  lands  to  advance  range 
betterment. 

Small  Tracts  -  public  lands  made  up  of  a  small  percentage  of  the 
total  area  of  a  particular  allotment.  Most  of  the  land  in  these 
allotments  is  state  or  private  controlled. 

Stewardship  Program  -  experimental  program  listed  under  Section  12 
of  the  Public  Rangelands  Improvement  Act  of  1978  which  provides 
incentives  to,  or  rewards  for,  the  holders  of  grazing  permits  and 
leases  whose  stewardship  results  in  an  improvement  of  the  range 
condition  of  the  lands  under  permit  or  lease. 

Target  Group  -  people  listed  in  Section  8  of  the  Public  Rangelands 
Improvement  Act;  lessees,  permittees,  landowners  involved,  the  district 
grazing  advisory  boards  established  pursuant  to  Section  403  of  the 
Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  (43  U.S.C.  1753)  and  any  state(s) 
agency  having  lands  within  the  area  to  be  covered  by  an  allotment 
management  plan. 

Water  Base  Properties  -  grazing  privileges  in  Section  3  BLM  allotments 
within  the  Socorro  District  are  based  on  control  and/or  ownership  of 
certain  water  facilities.  Grazing  privileges  on  Section  15  BLM  lands 
are  generally  based  on  ownership  or  control  of  adjacent  and/or  sur- 
rounding properties  and  are  outside  the  old  district  boundaries. 
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